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Eurostars is… 
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Joint 
programme 
between 
EUREKA  
and EU 

Dedicated  
to R&D-
performing 
SMEs 

Market-
oriented 

Bottom-up International 
cooperation 
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SMEs in the driving seat 
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72% 
12% 

9% 
6% 

SME is 
always  
the project 
leader 

R&D-performing 
SMEs and SMEs 

University 

Research 
institute 

Large 
company 
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Market oriented 
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Bottom-up 
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Eurostars countries 
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Project partner with Latvia  
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Data for 
Cut-off 1–10 

Lithuania, 8 

Netherlands, 5 

Spain, 6 

Germany, 2 

Czech 
Republic, 4 

United Kindom, 
2 

Italy, 3 

Turkey, 2 

Ukraine, 1 

Austria, 2 Estonia, 2 

Applied 

Netherlan
ds, 2 

Germany, 
3 

United 
Kindom, 2 

Italy, 2 

Ukraine, 2 

Funded 
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A typical E* prj with Latvia 
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average project cost 

€2.4 million 

average duration 

30 months 

4 countries 

5 participants 
Data for 

Cut-off 1–10 
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Funding 
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Impact 
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Eurostars Process 
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Evaluation process 
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Eligibility Criteria 
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Eligibility Criteria 
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E1 - Consortium leader is an R&D-performing SME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* FTE = Full time equivalent 
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SME Declaration 
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>  For organisations that claim to be SMEs 

>  Declare the number of FTEs, turnover and balance sheet 

>  Type of SME: 
>  Autonomous 
>  Linked 
>  Partner 

 
 
 
 
>  The completed and signed declaration  



© EUREKA Secretariat 2015 

Eligibility Criteria 
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E2 – The project leader is from a Eurostars country 
 
E3 – At least 2 legal entities 
 
E4 – At least 2 Eurostars countries 
 
E5 – The budget of the R&D-performing SME(s) is = to at least 50.00% 
of the total project budget 
 
 
E6 –  No single entity      responsible for more than 75%  
E7 –  No participants country            of the project   budget 
 
E8 – The project duration is 36 months or fewer 
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Eligibility Criteria 
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E9 – Market introduction – 24 months  
 
E10 -  Civilian purpose 
 
E11 - Each of the participating organisations in the consortium is a legal 
entity in the host country 
 
E12 – None of the participating organisations have convictions for 
fraudulent behaviour, other financial irregularities or illegal business 
practices 
 
E13 – None of the participating organisations have been declared 
bankrupt or are in the process of being declared bankrupt 
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Commitment & Signature Form 
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>  PAF is correct 
>  No double funding 
>  Commits to the proposed activities 
 

 
 
 
 
 

•  Condition accepted 
•  Authorised representative  
•  Signature 

 

List the experts and organizations 
who you want to exclude 
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Commitment & Signature Form 
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>  Sent by the ESE    >  7 days to return it 
 
 
>  Signed by a legally authorised representative 
 
 
>  For SME  >  CSF + EC’s SME declaration 

 
>  Every participant organisation must return the 

documents otherwise the entire project will be 
rejected 
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Eurostars eligibility guidelines 
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1st step: Assessment by independent 
experts 

22 
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1st step: Evaluation criteria 
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Financial Viability check 
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Performed by the NPC at the national offices 
Responsibility: EUREKA secretariat 

NFB 

>  Does the participant have the financial capacity to undertake 
their part in the project? 

Part 2: NPC 

>  Which applicable national regulation causes the 
ineligibility? 

YES NO 

Is the participant eligible to receive national public funding?  
Part 1: 

YES NO 

>  Briefly explain why 
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2nd step: IEP member work at home  
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Each IEP member evaluates each individual proposal  



© EUREKA Secretariat 2015 26 Each IEP meets all others to ensure consistency 

2nd step: The meeting 
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2nd step: Scoring and ranking 
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>  Only projects rated above the quality thresholds are recommended for 
funding 

>  The funding of projects is following the ranking list until national budget 
exhaustion 

>  The funding of partners is based on the national funding rules 
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Evaluation Results 
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•  Fails: Below Threshold 

•  Passes : Goes to the IEP 

1st step: 
Assessment by 

Independent 
Experts 

•  Fails: Unqualified 

•  Passes: Qualified 

2nd step: 
Assessment by 

the IEPanel 
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Timing 
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OPENING OF CALL
FINALISATION  
OF FUNDING  
AGREEMENT

ELIGIBILITY  
CHECK

EXPERT  
EVALUATION

IEP  
EVALUATION

Communication 
of funding results

Cut-off date
Week 14 Week 19

= 3 weeks \ = 4 weeks \ = 4 weeks \ = 5 weeks \=week\

IEP ranking meeting

Endorsement of HLG

Communication of evalution results

1
=week\

1
=week\

1

= =

   7 weeks  
FINANCIAL VIABILITY

Time-to-contract is within 4 to 7 months 
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Monitoring process 
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Some misconceptions 
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Reality Thoughts 
Descriptions of research methods 
matter more than business plans 
 
Partners from the countries with 
big budgets are best 
 
 
It’s all about who you know 
 
 
You are like the European 
Commission – you must have the 
same rules 

Eurostars is for business. 
Exploitation and impact are vital 
 
Only the best projects are funded. 
If you sacrifice quality for budget 
availability you might still lose 
 
Strict criteria ensure that 
excellence is the only factor 
 
Funding is defined by NATIONAL 
rules and may differ across 
countries  – contact your NPC 
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Why is it for you? 
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You want to do something that is too big to do alone 

You need access to someone else’s science/ technology 

Requires collaboration across the value chain 

You have a solution for someone else 

Access skills you do not have 

Access new markets 

Share risks 

Mutual sharing  
of human and  

financial resources 
Develop new  

products/services/ 
processes 

Complement skills 
 with the skills of  
other participants  

Obtain  
public funds Access  

new markets Mutual sharing  
of existing  
know-how 

Share the risk  Develop strategic  
co-operation  

with competitors 
Other  
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Thank you for listening ! 

 
Do not hesitate to ask us!  
 
applications@eurostars-eureka.eu 


